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BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE
sjsu.edu/cccac
SJSU students say tower card policy is pointless
I usually take a hit before 
a class presentation or 
whenever I am too stressed. 
I try not to cause too much 
attention when I am at 
campus. I go to a quiet corner 
[on] the outskirts of campus 




SJ outlaws fl avored-nicotine products
San Jose City Councilmembers 
unanimously voted to ban electronic 
cigarettes and menthol cigarettes sales in a 
meeting Tuesday because of adverse health 
effects associated with the products’ use. 
The enforcement plan will begin 
Oct. 1, 2021 and extend through 
July 1, 2022, where the city will gradually 
implement the regulations, according to 
the Proposed Ordinance Amendments. 
Eleven community members urged 
voters to consider the ban during the 
meeting’s public forum. 
The ordinance would give retailers a 
grace period until June 30, 2022 as 
established in the Retailer proximity 
ordinance. The retailer-to-retailer 
proximity license will affect 421 retailers 
within 500 feet of each other, and 421 
retail stores 1,000 feet from schools, parks, 
libraries and recreational and youth centers. 
The ordinance gives more than 
650 tobacco San Jose retailers until 
June 30, 2022 before fines or legal action are 
imposed for selling the products, according 
to a Tuesday Mercury News article. 
New tobacco retailers are also not 
permitted to open shops within 1,000 
feet of schools and 500-feet from other 
tobacco shops. 
Tim Gibbs, American Cancer Society’s 
senior director of government relations, 
said tobacco companies have been targeting 
the most vulnerable communities including 
low income and the youth for decades. 
The American Cancer Society is a 
nationwide voluntary health organization, 
according to its website.
“These companies have spent millions of 
dollars fighting the restrictions of tobacco 
regulation in California,” Gibbs said. 
“I urge and support the memo passed by 
[District 9 Councilmember] Pam Foley and 
[her] colleagues, tobacco products should 
go off the shelves.”
When Foley initially proposed the ban 
in June she said the city needed to intervene 
because tobacco products are harming 
kids’ health.  
About one-in-three teens have tried 
e-cigarettes and one-in-eight use them, 
according to an Aug. 21, 2019 Santa Clara 
County Public Health Department survey.
Dr. John Maa, American Heart 
Association board member and 
San Francisco general surgeon, said 
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oppose the city’s 
latest ordinance
MADISON FAGUNDES | SPARTAN DAILY
Mechanical engineering freshman Mark Bennett walks into the Science Building Wednesday. 
Students will need to scan their tower cards to access academic buildings starting Monday.
By Christina Casillas
NEWS EDITOR 
CAMPUS | Page 2
San Jose State students, faculty 
and staff will be required to use 
their tower cards to access academic 
buildings starting Monday. 
The policy was initially set to take 
effect Sept. 6 but the date was pushed 
back because of the “transitional 
nature” of the semester’s beginning, 
said Traci Ferdolage, facilities 
development and operations senior 
associate vice president. 
Nutritional science senior Elise 
Ploch said she doubts the tower card 
policy will be effective. 
“[If ] there’s one entrance and 
we’re all trying to use a card and get 
in, it’s like, what’s the point?” Ploch 
said. “We’re all entering at the same 
time anyway, so I don’t really know if 
that would increase security.”
“The campus has moved forward 
with keeping entry doors to most 
buildings secured as an enhanced 
security measure designed to 
further improve overall safety of the 
campus,” Ferdolage said in a Sept. 10 
campuswide email. 
The requirement was also 
enforced to identify spaces that 
require deeper sanitization 
protocols, according to the SJSU 
health advisories website. 
Buildings including the Student 
Union, Student Health Center and 
Spartan Recreation and Aquatic 
Center won’t require tower cards to 
SMOKING | Page 2

















































































































It can keep people that 
you don’t want on campus, 
it can keep them out 
of classes. But I mean, 
there’ll be another pain 
for students to go and get 
[their tower cards] and it’s 
a long process to get them 
so I think [the policy is] a 
good and bad thing.
Akshath Aravindakshan
computer engineering sophomore
NEWSsjsunews.com/spartan_daily THURSDAY, SEPT. 30, 20212
Follow Christina on Twitter 
@christina_casi
tobacco products, e-cigarettes 
and vaping devices come in 
different colors and designs that 
entice young users to purchase 
them, according to a June 3 
San Jose Spotlight article.
Vaping products have become 
relatively popular among 
college students in the last few 
years, according to a July 2019 
University of Michigan study.
College students’ nicotine and 
marijuana use doubled between 
2017 and 2018, according to the 
same study.
Nicole Coxe, Santa Clara 
County Public Health 
Department’s Tobacco-Free 
Community Program manager, 
said nicotine is a stimulant that 
negatively affects adolescents. 
“Some of the effects that we 
have been seeing is that nicotine 
is a stimulant that affects the 
part of the brain in adolescents 
that controls attention spans,” 
Coxe said. 
The  Tobacco-Free 
Communities Program 
supports organizations in Santa 
Clara County and helps fund 
for populations who suffer 
disproportionately because of 
social conditions and aggressive 
tobacco industry marketing, 
according to the county’s public 
health website. 
Coxe said Tobacco-Free 
Communities Program’s recent 
research shows a result of lung 
injuries and respiratory infections 
because of  metals inside nicotine 
devices and the addictive 
nature of product’s flavors and 
chemicals. 
She said the program is doing 
further research to understand 
the short-term and long-term 
effects of nicotine, and the county 
supports nicotine-addiction 
therapy.
“We do support the use of 
nicotine replacement therapies 
that are approved by the 
[Food and Drug Administration] 
and proven effective in aiding 
people quitting nicotine or 
tobacco use such as nicotine 
patches or gum,” Coxe said. 
“[The therapies] have gone 
through many clinical trials.” 
San Jose State students say they 
continue to use vaping products 
despite the Santa Clara County 
health warnings and therapy 
proposals.
There are more than a dozen 
vape shops surrounding SJSU’s 
main campus including San Jose 
Vape and BullDog Smoke Shop 
and Gifts, both located near 
Yoshihiro Uchida Hall.
San Jose Vape and BullDog 
Smoke Shop and Gifts both 
declined to comment in regards 
to the recent ban and their sales 
to the SJSU community.
All University of California 
campuses banned vaping products 
in 2014 and SJSU implemented its 
own vaping ban in August 2015, 
according to an Aug. 22, 2015 
Mercury News article. 
Psychology senior Jesus 
Soriano said he sees mostly young 
students vaping on campus.
“As I walk on campus, I see 
signs that mention no vaping 
on campus or you’ll get cited,” 
Soriano said. “It’s mostly younger 
students that I see vaping, which 
is even worse for them [because] 
vape pens contain tobacco just 
as cigarettes.” 
Advertising senior Hudhayfah 
Masood said many students 
including himself vape on campus 
despite the university ban.  
Masood said he started using 
e-cigarettes as a 13 year old in 
middle school. The vapes he 
started using were flavor based 
and the devices had disclaimers 
stating nicotine wasn’t an active 
chemical, which wasn’t true. 
He said he didn’t see any harm 
in using these devices at the time 
and since then, has struggled to 
quit even though he wants to. 
“I usually take a hit before a 
class presentation or whenever 
I am too stressed,” Masood said. 
“I try not to cause too much 
attention when I am at campus. 
I go to a quiet corner [on] the 
outskirts of campus and stay 
more than six-feet away from 
people.”
Masood said he doesn’t think 
Santa Clara County should 
consider vaping as “bad” as 
cigarettes. 
“People can buy cigarettes 
at any corner store, they are 
acceptable,” Masood said. “It’s the 
same case with vape shops nearby 
campus.”
Communications sophomore 
Jasmine Sackey-Walker said 
she doesn’t vape but she doesn’t 
oppose it either. 
“I think everyone has a choice 
on how they want to treat their 
body,” Sackey-Walker said. 
“I personally do not believe 
vaping is healthy so I stay away 
from it.”
SMOKING
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ILLUSTRATION BY NICK YBARRA
These companies have spent millions of dollars 
fi ghting the restrictions of tobacco regulation in 
California. I urge and support the memo passed 
by [District 9 Councilmember] Pam Foley and 
[her] colleagues, tobacco products should go off  
the shelves.
Tim Gibbs
American Cancer Society’s senior director of government relations
enter the buildings but will operate with 
“monitored access,” according to the 
SJSU website. 
The Martin Luther King Jr. Library 
will operate under the same conditions, 
Ferdolage said. 
Computer engineering sophomore 
Akshath Aravindakshan said he feels 
safer knowing access is only available to 
the university community but finds its 
challenges disconcerting. 
“It can keep people that you don’t 
want on campus, it can keep them 
out of classes,” Aravindakshan said. 
“But I mean, there’ll be another pain 
for students to go and get [their tower 
card] and it’s a long process to get them 
so I think [the policy is] a good and 
bad thing.”
Students must upload a photo with 
their face and shoulders visible and 
photocopy of valid government ID, 
including a driver’s license or passport, 
onto the Tower Card Student ID Portal, 
according to the Tower Card Student ID 
website.
Ploch said she was concerned she 
wouldn’t receive her tower card in time 
because it was delivered a month after it 
was supposed to arrive.
Ferdolage said students who haven’t 
received their tower cards are advised to 
get them as soon as possible.
Tower cards are issued at SJSU’s 
Bursar’s Office, located in the Student 
Services Center on Ninth and San 
Fernando streets, according to the 
Bursar’s Office website. 
Students must present a valid state ID, 
passport or driver’s license when seeking 
tower card-related help, according to the 
same website.
While Aravindakshan said he has his 
tower card, he said if he forgot it at home 
he would rely on classmates’ aid to get to 
his on-campus classes.
Ferdolage said students can call the 
Facilities Development and Operations 
Office if they need help entering a 
building.
“[That office] can assist with opening 
doors in the event a student leaves 
their tower card at home or if access is 
denied due to a programming issue,” 
Ferdolage said.
She said Facilities Development and 
Operations Office services are only 
available from 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on 
weekdays excluding holidays. 
Ferdolage also said the office will 
be tracking these requests and won’t 
be able to unlock doors for those who 
consistently forget their tower cards.
CAMPUS
Continued from page 1
Follow Sandra on Twitter 
@_sandraiveth_
DAISHA SHERMAN | SPARTAN DAILY ARCHIVES
[If] there’s one entrance and 
we’re all trying to use a card 
and get in, it’s like, what’s 
the point? We’re all entering 
at the same time anyway, 
so I don’t really know if that 
would increase security.
Elise Ploch
nutritional science senior 
sjsunews.com/spartan_daily 
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ACROSS
1. “Just the _____, Ma’am”
6. Verse
10. Not front





19. A title of address
20. Marvelous
22. A ship’s beam
23. Ocean
24. Things that happen
26. Justify
30. Divided
32. King of the jungle
33. Romantic encounter
35. Hemorrhagic fever
39. A long narrow passage






49. Assert without proof
51. Wonder
54. To and ___
55. Sword




















10. What they play in the NBA
11. Unearthly
12. Mark of insertion














40. Coastal raptor 
45. An earthy deposit rich in 
lime
48. Worldwide
50. Make less taut
51. Cat sounds
52. Dismay












Complete the grid so that every row, column and 
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
 JOKIN’
AROUND
“What did one 
wall say to the 
other?”
“I’ll meet 





















ILLUSTRATION BY AUDREY TSENG
‘Nevermind’ leaves lasting grunge legacy
By Saumya Monga
STAFF WRITER
Kurt Cobain’s long 
dirty-blond hair, his tattered 
green cardigan and his 
melancholic voice continues 
to touch teenagers who feel 
misunderstood, even decades 
after his death.
Nirvana, Cobain’s band, was 
able to do something very few 
bands are able to accomplish: 
inspire future generations to 
create something beautiful 
from their pain. 
Cobain did this himself 
during Nirvana’s live 
performance of “Where 
did you sleep last night” on 
MTV Unplugged in 1994. 
His pain is heard throughout 
the song’s whole five minutes 
and gives you the same 
feelings of heartbreak he was 
dealing with at the time.  
Nirvana was an alternative, 
grunge band from Seattle 
and their second album, 
“Nevermind,” was a 
breakthrough record that 
made alternative music 
mainstream, according to a 
2018 Louder Sound article. 
Louder Sound is a music 
magazine that primarily 
covers alternative rock, punk 
and indie genres, according to 
its website. 
When Nevermind came 
out in 1991, the likes of 
R&B artist Mariah Carey 
and pop star Madonna were 
dominating the charts. No 
one really batted an eye at the 
alternative band that formed 
in 1987 and were active until 
Cobain’s death by suicide 
in 1994, according to the 
same 2018 Louder Sound 
article. 
Nirvana was perceived to 
be a simple band of angry, 
depressed kids making noise 
in a garage. 
Nevermind validated 
feelings of angst and dreading 
your future while being 
anxious about your present. 
Cobain was the antithesis 
of a musician. He didn’t like 
the world and he despised 
his own fame, according to a 
Feb. 20, 2017 Rolling Stone 
article. 
Those same sentiments 
aren’t far from the way 
today’s teenagers feel. 
About 57% of teenagers 
have anxiety or depressive 
symptoms, according to an 
Aug. 19, 2020 to Feb. 1, 2021 
Household Pulse Survey 
conducted by the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention.  
It makes sense. Young 
adults are entering an unstable 
economic situation, a climate 
emergency making our planet 
inhabitable and the rise of 
technology, which has given 
teens the perfect reason to 
belittle themselves even more. 
Cobain spoke to that 
feeling. Cobain understood 
that most of us are just living 
in constant anger at the 
current state of the world. 
On “Breed,” he repeatedly 
sings “I don’t care” and “I’m 
afraid” because at some point, 
it becomes hard to care. Our 
small actions feel insignificant 
compared to the bigger issues 
and it’s easy to become numb.
While Cobain definitely felt 
that despair, he also created 
something devastatingly 
beautiful out of it. It was 
inspiring and a reminder 
that your rage matters. Your 
voice matters. 
30 years after Nevermind, 
Nirvana’s influence can be 
heard everywhere. 
Shirts with Nirvana’s name 
can be seen worn by people 
who have most likely never 
even heard a single song 
by the band and their dark, 
brooding aesthetic can be seen 
in the clothing and sounds of 
today’s teenagers. 
Nirvana made it so rage 
could be not only expressed, 
but appreciated for being 
a raw, human emotion. 
Until then, rage was largely 
dismissed. 
In 1991, Nirvana released 
the video for their single, 
“Smells Like Teen Spirit,” 
which included a dark, 
gloomy high school gym. At 
the end of the music video, 
the band along with fans 
break their equipment. It 
was the kind of anger and 
discontent that can only come 
from teenagers. 
Cobain had a lot to be 
angry about. 
“I’m just as pissed off about 
the things that made me 
pissed off a few years ago. I’m 
pissed off about everything 
in general so all these songs 
are pretty much about my 
battle with the things that 
piss me off,” Cobain said in a 
1993 biography written by 
Michael Azerrad. 
Like many young people 
today, Cobain’s anger was 
significantly fueled by social 
issues. He was an active 
advocate for feminism and 
LGBTQ+ rights throughout 
his career, according to a 
Feb. 20, 2017 Rolling Stone 
article. 
Cobain frequently 
acknowledged and discussed 
how prevalent sexism is in 
punk and rock culture, 
according to an animated 
interview by Blank on Blank. 
Blank on Blank is a 
Quoted Studios company 
that produces animated 
videos from lost interviews of 
famous artists, according to its 
Youtube channel. 
His music was a direct 
reflection of that frustration. 
It was him screaming from 
his gut, so much so that he 
dealt with stomach inflation, 
according to the same 
animated interview. 
Young people get called out 
for our naivete and dismissed 
for our beliefs, but maybe the 
youth have always been right. 
Maybe we just aren’t listening. 
On January 11, 1992, 
Nevermind made it to the 
top of the charts, four months 
after its original release on 
September 24, according to 
a Sept. 23, 2016 Billboard 
article. 
30 years later and the youth 
are still frustrated and ready 
to unleash rage on the world. 
Like Nirvana in the ‘90s, they 
are demanding to be heard. 
The question is: Are you 
listening? 
Follow Saumya on Twitter
@SaumyaMonga
ANALYSIS
Cobain understood that 
most of us are just living 
in constant anger at the 
current state of the world.
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QB brothers prep for face off 
Imagine having the 
opportunity to make an 
impression in your first 
college football start and your 
first opponent is none other 
than your brother. 
Well it is a possibility for 
San Jose State freshman 
quarterback Walker Eget as 
he might face his brother 
Weston Eget, New Mexico 
State freshman QB, at 
7:30 p.m. Saturday at 
CEFCU Stadium.
 “I think it’s definitely 
special for our fans just 
because I don’t know [what’s 
going to happen] between 
two brothers playing the same 
position going against each 
other in a game,” Walker Eget 
said. “It’s really special that we 
got this opportunity to have a 
game matched up against each 
other.”
 After SJSU starting QB 
Nick Starkel’s left-arm injury 
in a game against Western 
Michigan last Saturday, 
Walker was named among 
potential QBs who could 
replace him in case he was out 
for the rest of the season.
 Walker Eget only played 
a couple snaps on the field 
last Saturday against Western 
Michigan. This was the first 
time Eget played with the 
Spartans and he completed 
one of eight pass attempts 
for only eight yards in his 
debut. 
 Head coach Brent Brennan 
said he thinks it’s a thrilling 
opportunity for both brothers 
to go up against each other.
 “They’re both awesome 
kids and we knew Weston 
when he was coming out 
[of high school] and we’re 
happy that we got Walker 
here with us so I’m sure there’s 
some heavy bragging rights 
on the line for that family,” 
Brennan said in a Monday 
Zoom conference.
Although it’s projected the 
Eget brothers will play against 
each other, Walker said he 
hopes New Mexico  State will 
actually start his brother. 
Weston hasn’t played 
much this year as his only 
call to action was against the 
University of Texas at El Paso 
at Aggie Memorial Stadium 
on Aug. 28.  
He completed one of nine 
pass attempts for seven yards 
and was also sacked four times 
during the match-up.
“He’s worked his butt off
. . . [and] deserves [to play] 
because he’s been grinding 
[at New Mexico State] a lot,” 
Walker said. “Sadly, injuries 
have affected him a couple of 
times and that’s been a minor 
pushback. Hopefully in this 
[upcoming] game he can [go] 
out there.”
SJSU QB coach Kevin 
McGiven said young QBs 
like Walker have been getting 
in a good number of reps at 
practices and previous games.
“[It] was good for them to 
get their feet wet and so we’re 
going into this thing [where] 
we’re letting them all compete 
in practice, and then see how 
the week unfolds. . . [so we can 
create] different [offensive] 
packages designed around 
different [quarterbacks],” 
McGiven said in an in-person 
interview. 
Walker also said he believes 
sticking to the game plan 
coach Brennan creates and 
taking it day-to-day will help 
his development. 
He said he came from 
a big sports family and his 
motivation for playing football 
came from following in the 
footsteps of his older brother, 
Wyatt Eget, who plays QB for 
the University of West Florida 
Argonauts.
“I think the biggest 
motivation was [my] oldest 
brother . . . who started 
playing football at a young 
age,” Walker Eget said. 
“But he took the journey of 
football and my middle 
[brother] and I both followed 
in those footsteps, and we 
just want to continue with 
that because it’s more 
[enjoyable].”
Wyatt Eget has had a 
quiet year in his junior year 
at West Florida and has 
only seen the field once this 
season against Southwest 
Baptist Bobcats on Sept. 11 
at Pen Air Field. He went six 
for nine on passing attempts 
with one interception. 
Walker said he is excited 
to possibly go up against his 
brother Saturday and he said 
there’s a bit of friendly rivalry 
going into the game.
“[There’s] definitely some 
family competition because 
we both want to win for 
our program and doing the 
[best] that we can [would] 
be cool,” Walker Eget said. 
“We’ve been smack-talking 
ever since I got assigned [in 
San Jose], which is pretty 
funny. . . [but I] can’t wait to 
see [Weston] as well.”
By Isalia Gallo & 
Estevan Lopez 
SPORTS EDITOR & 
STAFF WRITER
Follow the Spartan Daily 
on Twitter @spartandaily 
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[There’s] defi nitely some family 
competition because we both want 
to win for our program and doing the 
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CORRECTIONS POLICY
The Spartan Daily corrects 
all signifi cant errors that are 
brought to our attention. 
If you suspect we have 
made such an error,
 please send an email to 
spartandaily@gmail.com.
EDITORIAL POLICY
Columns are the opinion of 
individual writers and not 
that of the Spartan Daily. 
Editorials refl ect the 
majority opinion of the 
Editorial Board, which is 






























The Spartan Daily prides 
itself on being the San Jose 
State community’s top news 
source. New issues are 
published every Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 
throughout the academic 
year and online content 
updated daily. 
The Spartan Daily is written 
and published by San 
Jose State students as an 
expression of their First 
Amendment rights. 
Reader feedback may be 
submitted as letters to the 
editor or online comments.
SOCCER
Earthquakes’ playoff 
hopes in jeopardy 
The San Jose Earthquakes fell to 
the Western-Conference leading 
Seattle Sounders 3-1 Wednesday night 
at PayPal Park. 
With the loss, the Earthquakes’ 
hopes of making the Major League 
Soccer Playoffs dwindle as they sit in 
ninth place in the conference. Only 
seven games remain in the schedule 
to make up a four-point deficit in the 
standings to be in a playoff spot.
The Sounders, on the other hand, 
showed why they’re the team to beat in 
the Western Conference. 
Seattle opened the scoring early 
through forward Raul Ruidiaz as he 
found the back of the net twice in the 
first half. The first being a left-footed 
curler in Minute 25 and a penalty in 
Minute 42. 
San Jose’s defense let the fans down 
again to begin the second half as 
Seattle scored to make it 3-0. 
The Earthquakes responded shortly 
after conceding the third goal by 
scoring their only goal of the game, 
which was courtesy of a Sounders own 
goal. 
However, the San Jose offense failed 
to threaten Seattle, only having 3 shots 
on goal all game. The Earthquakes look 





Top: Earthquakes’ forward 
Cade Cowell attempts 
to dribble past Seattle 
Sounders defender.
Left: Forward Chofi s was 
named to MLS’s team of 
the week three consecutive 
weeks but was silenced 
by the Seattle defense all 
game Wednesday night.
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